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PRESS RELEASE  
Native American Arts and Crafts Workshop Planned

  Indianapolis, IN – January 28, 2005.   The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture (NCGLNAC), Portland, Indiana, and the Indiana Historical Society (IHS) will host a workshop March 5 and 6, 2005 at the Indiana History Center, home of the Indiana Historical Society, in downtown Indianapolis.  

  Workshop participants will explore the theme “Creative Spirit” by learning arts, crafts and the history of Great Lakes Native Americans through hands-on classes and presentations by Native American tradition bearers, artisans and experts on Native American culture.  A special Saturday evening program will include dinner and a presentation by Robin McBride Scott that will explore the question of the validity of art by native artists who have adopted Euro-American artistic traditions and/or create new ways of using traditional art forms.  

  A variety of classes are planned for the weekend.  Participants may attend a presentation on how to research their Native American ancestry or sign up for a hands-on class including:  learning how to use the peyote stitch to bead a tiny bottle for essential oils; constructing a cell-phone or glasses-case from corn husks, or carving and painting bone to make feather earrings or a pin.    

  Class tradition bearers include Dr. Elizabeth Glenn, from Muncie, Professor Emerita, Department of Anthropology, Ball State University and Rebecca Hartleroad, Cherokee descent from Auburn, who will teach Searching Your Native American Ancestry.  Robin McBride Scott, Cherokee descent from New Castle, will teach the peyote stitch beading class.  Dani Tippmann, Miami from Columbia City, will teach the corn husk cell phone or glasses case class and Craig White, from Thorntown, will teach the carved earrings or pin class.  All of the hands-on classes take a traditional item and create a new, modern object.

  Seating is limited and advance registration is required. Workshop fee is $50 per person for IHS or NCGLNAC members and $55 for non-members, plus materials fee (from $10 to $20), and includes registration for one workshop session and the Saturday evening presentation.  Deadline for registering is February 18, 2005.  For more information or to register, call 317-232-1882 or visit www.indianahistory.org. or www.ncglnac.com.  The NCGLNAC workshop Chair is Kay Neumayr and may be contacted at 765-572-2574 or email:  kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com.
NCGLLNAC-IHS Press Release continued

  The National Center for Great Lakes Native American Culture, Inc. was formed in May 2001 as a not-for-profit 501(c)3 organization.  The Center is composed of Native and non-Native members whose mission is to continue and preserve traditional Great Lakes Native American art, history and culture by helping pass those traditions on to Native People and by educating the general public about the importance of Great Lakes Native peoples, their art, history and culture.  The Jay County Fair Board in Portland, Indiana has generously offered to NCGLNAC nearly 32 acres of beautiful, wooded land, complete with pond and wetlands, for locating their future Culture Center.

  Since 1830, the Indiana Historical Society has been Indiana’s storyteller, connecting people to the past by collecting, preserving, interpreting and disseminating Indiana history.  The independent, non-profit organization also publishes books and periodicals, sponsors teacher workshops, provides youth, adult and family programming, assists local historical groups throughout the state, and maintains the world’s largest collection of material on the history of Indiana and the Old Northwest.  The Indiana Historical Society is one of the oldest historical societies in the United States, and one of largest with more than 10,000 members.  The Society opened a new 165,000-square-foot headquarters in downtown Indianapolis in July 1999.  
  The upcoming event marks the second time NCGLNAC and IHS have cooperated in presenting hands-on workshops.

###

Indiana Historical Society celebrating 175 years as Indiana’s Storyteller
For more information contact Carrie Wood at the Indiana Historical Society 317-234-3161 or cwood@indianahistory.org or contact Kay Neumayr, Workshop Chair of NCGLNAC at 765-572-2574 or kay.neumayr@ncglnac.com. 
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